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Regulation No. 838/2025
 
Regulation of Assessment of Knowledge and Skills – Exam Seasons

The Regulation of Assessment of Knowledge and Skills — Exam Seasons, 
approved by the Scientific Council and the Pedagogical Council of the School of 
Law of NOVA University of Lisbon (NOVA School of Law) on 18 June 2025 and 
25 June 2025, respectively, aim to ensure transparency, equity and quality of the 
assessment processes carried out by means of final examinations in the modules 
of the 1st and 2nd cycles of study at this institution.

Assessment is a key stage in students’ academic journey, serving as a means of 
verifying whether the curricular goals and learning objectives set for each module 
have been met. In this regard, the regulation now approved aim to establish a 
clear and stable regulatory framework governing final examination assessment 
procedures, setting out examination periods, grading criteria, students’ rights, as 
well as the mechanisms applicable in exceptional circumstances.

At the same time, the regulation reflects NOVA School of Law’s commitment to 
the principles of justice, merit, inclusion and academic rigour, recognising the 
diversity of student profiles and providing for support and adaptation mechanisms 
to ensure equal opportunities in accessing and undertaking assessments.

The regulation therefore aim to meet the requirements of the academic community 
and best practice in higher education, contributing to the consolidation of an 
institutional culture focused on pedagogical excellence and the training of lawyers 
with a high level of technical and scientific expertise.

ARTICLE 1
Scope of application
The regulation applies to all procedures for the assessment of knowledge and 
skills through final examinations for the taught modules included in the 1st and 
2nd cycles of study currently offered at NOVA School of Law.

ARTICLE 2
General provisions
1 — The final assessment for taught modules within the first and second cycles of 
study at NOVA School of Law generally consists of a written examination lasting a 
maximum of three hours, conducted anonymously, designed to assess the extent 
to which students have achieved the curricular goals and learning objectives of 
those modules.
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2 — The regulations for each cycle of study define the modules which, given the 
specific nature of their curriculum goals and learning objectives, are subject to a 
different final assessment procedure.
3 — The provisions of the Regulation do not preclude the use of additional 
assessment methods, as long as they are announced to students both verbally 
and in writing at the start of the semester.
4 — Should the lecturer opt to make use of other assessment elements, the 
assessment of these elements must be announced during the period between 
the end of classes and the date immediately prior to the start of the subsequent 
examination period.
5 — The lecturer may not remove the final written examination as a method of 
assessment, either for all students or for a subset of them, nor may they change 
its date and time; however, they may establish a general rule exempting students 
from sitting the examination if they achieve a certain level of positive assessment 
in the other assessment methods.
6 — In addition to the assessment methods referred to in paragraph 2, any 
adjustments to the final examination assessment method to be applied to 
all students enrolled on a particular course module fall within the remit of the 
Academic Board, which shall decide on the matter following a reasoned request 
from the lecturer; such a request must be submitted before the start of the relevant 
academic semester.
7 — Any adjustments to the final examination assessment system applicable to 
students with special educational needs and similar circumstances falls within 
the competence of Directorate, which shall decide on the matter following a 
reasoned request from the student concerned; such a request must be submitted 
no later than 20 working days before the start of the relevant examination period 
or periods.

ARTICLE 3
Grading scale
1 — Final exams are marked according to the Portuguese grading scale: an absolute 
scale from 0 to 20 marks, with students considered to have passed if they achieve 
a mark of 10 or above, rounded to the nearest whole number.
2 — Grading systems resulting from the application of quotas by level or any form 
of statistical distribution are not allowed.
3 — Full achievement of the curriculum targets and learning objectives established 
for a course unit shall correspond to the award of the maximum mark of 20 points.

ARTICLE 4
Students’ rights
1 — Students are entitled to an assessment of their knowledge and skills that is 
conducted fairly and impartially, recognises and rewards merit, is consistent with 
the teaching and the programmes implemented during the semester, and with 
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prior knowledge of the objective rules and criteria on which it is based.
2 — Students have the right to be treated with respect and courtesy, with their 
physical and moral integrity safeguarded.
3 — In accordance with the provisions of the preceding paragraph, students may 
not be prevented from leaving the examination room to use the toilet, although 
this right may be subject to restrictions, namely by prohibiting more than one 
student from leaving the room at a time, and/or by preventing students from 
leaving during the final stage, after a student has handed in their exam.
4 — NOVA School of Law allows breastfeeding mothers, as an alternative to sitting 
exams during a special examination period, to leave the examination room for the 
time necessary to breastfeed their child.

ARTICLE 5
Standard examination periods
1 — At the end of each semester, there is a standard five-week examination period 
for sitting semester, resit and supplementary examinations.
2 — There must be a break of at least one week between the end of classes and 
the start of the regular exam period; this break may be used for revision classes 
and to answer questions, but not for make-up or compensatory classes.
3 — The start and end dates of the standard examination periods are set out in the 
academic calendar approved annually by the Directorate, after consultation with 
the Pedagogical Council, and are published on the NOVA School of Law website 
by the end of March of the academic year preceding the one to which they relate.
4 — The examination timetable, setting out the distribution of examinations across 
the available working days within each examination period, is the responsibility 
of the Dean, upon proposal by the Pedagogical Council. The first draft of the 
calendar, for consideration by the Pedagogical Council, must be submitted by the 
representatives of the 1st and 2nd cycles on this Council, in close collaboration 
with the representatives of all study cycles currently operating at NOVA School of 
Law and, in their absence, with the Students Union of NOVA School of Law.
5 — The examination timetable must be published on the NOVA School of Law 
Academic Portal and must be published before the start of enrolment in the 
curricular units concerned.

ARTICLE 6
Registration — Standard examination periods
1 — Students’ enrolment in the curricular units taught in each semester entails 
automatic enrolment in the respective final examinations, during the normal 
examination period immediately following the semester.
2 — Registration for resit and improvement exams is at the students’ own initiative.
3 — The registration period referred to in the preceding paragraph is set out in the 
academic calendar referred to in Article 5(3).
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ARTICLE 7
Special seasons
1 — A special examination period shall also take place in September of each year, 
lasting between 11 and 15 working days, for the purpose of holding end-of-term, 
resit and remedial examinations.
2 — The start and end dates of the special examination period are set out in the 
academic calendar referred to in Article 5(3).

ARTICLE 8
Registration — Special Examination Period
1 — Registration for special session examinations is always at the initiative of the 
students; only students entitled to sit the special session may register, under the 
conditions set out in the following article.
2 — The registration period referred to in the preceding paragraph is set out in the 
academic calendar referred to in Article 5(3).

ARTICLE 9
Students entitled access to the special season
1 — Students who are missing only one module to complete the cycle of studies 
they are undertaking — final-year students — or the academic phase of second-
cycle courses, are entitled to sit the examination for that module during the 
special examination period.
2 — Students whose status as a youth association leader has been previously 
confirmed by NOVA School of Law, and student representatives on the Pedagogical 
Council, are entitled to sit up to five exams per year during a special examination 
period.
3 — Student athletes of NOVA University of Lisbon whose status has been 
previously confirmed by NOVA School of Law are entitled to sit up to three exams 
per year during a special examination period.
4 — Students referred to in points 2 and 3 are only entitled to sit up to two exams 
per year for each curricular unit, with the exception of improvement exams.
5 — Students who are high-performance athletes, whose status has been previously 
confirmed by NOVA School of Law, are entitled to sit, during a special examination 
period and without any limit on the number of exams, those exams which, during 
the normal examination period, are scheduled for dates that demonstrably clash 
with the period of their participation in their respective sporting competitions or 
with the preparation period prior to those competitions.
6 — Students whose spouse, cohabiting partner, relative or first-degree relative 
by marriage in the direct line has died are entitled to sit examinations during a 
special examination period which, in the normal examination period, would have 
coincided with the date of death or the five working days following it. In the event 
of the death of a relative or relative by affinity in any other degree of the direct 
line or in the second degree of the collateral line, the above provisions apply to 
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the two working days following the death.
7 — Pregnant students, postpartum or breastfeeding students are entitled to sit 
up to five examinations during a special examination period in the year following 
the birth of the child, and the provisions of paragraph 4 shall apply to them.
8 — Working students who attend the 1st cycle and the 2st cycle have the right
to sit up to five examinations per year during a special examination period, subject 
to the provisions of paragraph 4.
9 — Students who are hospitalised or suffer from a serious, medically certified 
incapacitating illness or injury are entitled to sit, during a special examination 
period and without any limit on the number of exams, those exams which, during 
the normal examination period, are scheduled for dates that demonstrably clash 
with the period of sick leave.
10 — Students who, for any reason—in particular where exams are scheduled on 
the same or adjacent dates—find their right to sit an exam during the normal 
examination period compromised may be authorised to sit the exam in question 
during a special examination period, upon submission of a reasoned request to 
the Dean.

ARTICLE 10
Coincidences and adjacencies
NOVA School of Law endeavours to organise exam periods in such a way as to 
minimise the occurrence of exams being scheduled on the same or adjacent dates, 
where it is to be expected that the exams are intended for the same students; 
however, it cannot guarantee that exams will not coincide or be scheduled on 
adjacent dates, except in the case of compulsory modules that form part of the 
same cycle of studies and school year.

ARTICLE 11
Conduct of the examinations
1 — Examination papers are set and marked by the lecturer responsible for 
the curricular unit in the semester in which the examination takes place. If the 
curricular unit was not taught in that semester, these tasks fall to the lecturer from 
the previous semester, or to the lecturer who taught it the last time it was taught 
at NOVA School of Law.
2 — If an examination requires the use of two or more rooms, the Academic Service 
shall allocate students to the rooms by number, ensuring an equitable distribution 
across the rooms assigned.
3 — Students’ identity must be verified; this may be done on entry, during the roll 
call, or subsequently in the room where the examination is taking place.
4 — Students whose names do not appear on the registration list will not be 
admitted to sit the examination. Should any student turn up for the examination 
without their name appearing on the list, they must be directed immediately to 
the Academic Service for verification of their status.
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5 — Students whose mother tongue is not Portuguese and who choose to sit the 
exam in Portuguese are entitled to an extra half-hour to complete it; alternatively, 
they may sit the exam in English or in their mother tongue, if different, provided 
the teacher authorises this.
6 — Teachers and invigilators must be informed in advance of any decisions 
by the Dean, in accordance with the applicable laws and regulations, to make 
adjustments to the general arrangements following requests from students with 
special educational needs or similar requirements.
7 — When the exam paper is handed out, the invigilator must ensure that anonymity 
is maintained, verify the student’s identity using their ID document (if this has not 
already been done), and ask them to sign the attendance register, which serves 
as proof that the exam paper has been handed out; it must not be signed at any 
earlier stage.
8 — All exam papers, as well as any unused rough-work sheets, must be returned 
by students before they leave the exam room; students may, however, take with 
them any rough-work sheets they have used.
9 — Any students withdrawing from the exam must also hand in their papers, 
indicating this on the exam paper and the attendance register, which they must 
also sign.
10 — In the case of paper-based exams, the detachable header on each exam paper 
must be removed to ensure the anonymity of the exam and its identification; the 
student must keep this header until their mark has been recorded.
11 — Any cases of fraud detected by lecturers or invigilators during the examinations 
must be reported to the Dean for disciplinary purposes.

ARTICLE 12
Correction of exams
1 — The deadline for publishing grades on the Academic Portal and submitting 
all duly marked and justified examination papers to the Teaching Support Office, 
accompanied by the corresponding attendance list signed by the students and 
the lecturer, is a rolling deadline of fifteen days.
2 — In the final week of each standard examination period, the deadline referred 
to in the previous paragraph is reduced to ten days.
3 — Whenever the submission of examination papers fails to meet these deadlines, 
the late submission must be accompanied by a justification addressed to the Dean.
4 — Grades are entered into the Academic Portal by the lecturer in their respective 
lecturer’s area.
5 — Lecturers who have more than one hundred exams to mark in a single 
examination period are entitled to an extension of the deadlines referred to in 
paragraphs1 and 2, with the deadlines being converted from calendar days to 
working days, and may request to the Directorate the assistance of another 
lecturer or PhD student from the Department to mark the papers exceeding 
this number, without prejudice to the lecturer retaining full responsibility for the 
assessment in all cases, and the lecturer must ensure the uniformity of criteria and 
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this number, without prejudice to the lecturer retaining full responsibility for the 
assessment in all cases, and the lecturer must ensure the uniformity of criteria and 
relative fairness, and affix their signature alongside the marker’s signature on all 
papers where they have relied on the assistance of a marker.

ARTICLE 13
Loss or destruction of examination papers
1 — All those involved in the assessment process must ensure the integrity of the 
examinations conducted and submitted.
2 — In the event of the loss or damage of examination papers, the lecturer or 
invigilator who becomes aware of this must immediately report the incident to 
the Dean, via the Teaching Support Office.
3 — Any student who becomes aware of the publication of marks relating to an 
examination they have taken has a period of five working days to request the 
necessary steps to investigate and resolve the issue, should they find that their 
mark has not been published alongside the others.
4 — Provided the problem is detected in good time, and if it is not possible to 
reconstruct the lost or damaged exam paper, the student who can prove they sat 
the exam will be assessed by means of an oral examination, during which they will 
be asked to reconstruct the answers they gave in the exam.
5 — If it proves impossible to hold the oral examination referred to in the preceding 
paragraph, either because too much time has elapsed since the examination 
took place or because the number of affected examinations exceeds 10, a new 
written examination shall be scheduled for the earliest available date; this shall, 
for all intents and purposes, be deemed to form part of the examination period 
corresponding to the affected examinations.

ARTICLE 14
Extraordinary circumstances
The Dean shall determine any necessary adjustments to the above rules in light 
of extraordinary circumstances, such as the suspension of in-person teaching and 
non-teaching activities ordered by the competent authorities, and shall ensure that 
such adjustments maintain the academic integrity of all assessment procedures 
and provide suitable conditions for students to demonstrate their knowledge and 
skills.

ARTICLE 15
Repeal
These regulations repeal Regulation No. 357/2020 of 9 April.
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ARTICLE 16
Validity and effects
This Regulation shall enter into force on the day following its publication and shall 
take effect from the 2026/2027 academic year.

7 July 2025. — The Dean, Margarida Lima Rego.




