
REGULATION NO. 737/2024

1

NOVA School of Law 
NOVA University, Lisbon

Regulation No. 737/2024

APPROVES THE 
REGULATIONS FOR THE 
2ND CYCLE OF STUDIES 
LEADING TO A 
MASTER’S DEGREE IN MARITIME 
LAW AND ECONOMICS. OCEAN 
GOVERNANCE.



REGULATION NO. 737/2024

2

APPROVES THE REGULATIONS FOR THE 2ND CYCLE 
OF STUDIES LEADING TO A MASTER’S DEGREE 
IN MARITIME LAW AND ECONOMICS. OCEAN 
GOVERNANCE.

Faculty of Law, NOVA University Lisbon (NOVA School of Law)

NOVA University of Lisbon, through the NOVA School of Law (NSL), in 
conjunction with the NOVA School of Business & Economics (NOVA SBE), 
establishes a programme of study leading to the Master’s degree in Maritime Law 
and Economics. Ocean Governance (hereinafter referred to as MDEM).

The Master’s Degree in Maritime Law and Economics: Ocean Governance is 
duly accredited by the Agency for the Evaluation and Accreditation of Higher 
Education and registered with the Directorate-General for Higher Education under 
registration number R/A-Cr 205/2022, dated 6 September 2022.

18 June 2024. — The Dean, Prof. (PhD) Margarida Lima Rego.
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Preamble

Following the process of establishing the degree programmes at the NOVA School 
of Law and NOVA SBE of NOVA University Lisbon, the regulatory provisions 
concerning the Second Cycle of Studies Leading to a Master’s Degree in Law and 
Economics of the Sea. Ocean Governance — Master’s in Law and Economics of the 
Sea. Ocean Governance.

The MDEM was accredited by the Agency for the Evaluation and Accreditation of 
Higher Education (A3ES), with effect from 31 July 2022, for a period of six years 
without conditions, and is registered with the Directorate-General for Higher 
Education (DGES) under registration number R/A-Cr 205/2022/AL01, dated 26 
July 2023.

In accordance with the technical standards published as an annex to Order No. 
10543/2005 (2nd series), of 11 May, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 
12 and 43 of Decree-Law No. 42/2005 of 22 February, as amended by Decree-
Law No. 107/2008 of 25 June, the regulatory provisions for the Master’s Degree in 
Maritime Law and Economics are hereby published.

Ocean Governance. Pursuant to Article 76 of Decree-Law No. 74/2006 of 24 
March, as currently in force, and with the authorisation of the Rector by order of 
12 June 2024, the curriculum structure and study plan for the Master’s programme 
are also published, and shall come into force in the 2023/2024 academic year.

The Master’s in Law and Economics of the Sea: Ocean Governance represents a 
natural evolution of the existing, highly successful degree programme (Master’s 
in Law and Economics of the Sea: Ocean Governance). Recognising the ocean’s 
strong interdisciplinary dimension and the role it plays in major global challenges 
– from climate to food, from energy to the protection of biodiversity – and 
considering the mission of the two academic units at NOVA University of Lisbon 
to train students who will make an impact on the world, combined with the desire 
to continue attracting students from a wide range of academic backgrounds, 
particularly international students, and in attracting more students with a 
background in economics and management, it was decided to expand the range 
of course units on offer in these scientific fields.
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The CE is aligned with the United Nations 2030 Agenda, in particular with 
Sustainable Development Goal 14, in line with the membership of the NOVA 
School of Law and NOVA SBE in the United Nations Global Compact, the 
European Green Deal and the European Union’s Strategy for a Sustainable Blue 
Economy, as well as the National Maritime Strategy 2021–2030. It aims to train 
professionals who are attentive, proactive and possess the critical and creative 
skills to contribute to the development of the ocean, ensuring sustainability, 
whether in the public, private or nonprofit sectors.
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CHAPTER I
Objectives, scientific scope and duration

 
ARTICLE 1.º
Establishment/Coordination/Teaching Committee/Academic Committee 
 
1 — NOVA School of Law (NSL), in conjunction with NOVA School of Business & 
Economics (NOVA SBE), offers a second-cycle programme leading to a master’s 
degree entitled ‘Master’s in Law and Economics of the Sea. Ocean Governance’ 
(abbreviated to ‘MDEM’) or, in English, ‘Master’s in Law and Economics of the Sea. 
Ocean Governance’ (abbreviated to ‘MLES’).

2 — Unless otherwise stated, references in this regulation to governing bodies 
refer to the respective bodies of NOVA School of Law, the organisational unit 
responsible for coordinating or managing the study programme.

3 — The administration of the Master’s Degree in Maritime Law and Economics. 
Ocean Governance is overseen by:

a) A Co-ordinator (a lecturer or researcher from the Coordinating Organisational 
Unit, holding a PhD in one of the subject areas covered by the programme, and 
employed in either the university teaching or research career path, appointed 
by the Director of that Organisational Unit, upon the recommendation of its 
legally and statutorily competent bodies, after consultation with the Scientific 
Committee of the study programme); 
b) A Scientific Committee, comprising a minimum of one and a maximum of three 
lecturers or researchers from each of the UNL organisational units participating 
in the degree programme, including the Coordinator, who chairs the committee, 
appointed by the Directors of the participating UNL organisational units; 
c) A Teaching Committee, comprising the members of the Master’s programme’s 
Scientific Committee and the class representatives appointed at the start of each 
academic year.

4 — The academic and pedagogical bodies of the two participating organisational 
units are responsible for monitoring the joint study programmes and for ensuring 
that all the conditions essential to their proper functioning are met.
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ARTICLE 2º
Scientific field 
 
1 — The academic disciplines covered by the degree programme are Law, 
Economics, Management, and the Social and Behavioural Sciences.

2 — Maritime Law and Economics is one of the priority research areas of CEDIS — 
the Centre for Research and Development on Law and Society at NOVA School of 
Law. 

ARTICLE 3º
Aims of the programme 
 
1 — The MDEM is designed to provide graduates from any academic discipline 
with an interdisciplinary education that is both specialised and comprehensive 
in maritime law and economics, with a focus on issues of ocean governance, 
enabling them to pursue a professional career related to ocean-related topics, 
either as a lawyer specialising in the areas of law most relevant to the ocean, or 
as a professional in another field with a solid complementary background in these 
areas of law.

2 — The general objectives of the MDEM are:

a) The development of knowledge relating to the economy and governance of the 
ocean, from a multidisciplinary yet integrated perspective, and taking a holistic 
view of the ocean; 
b) The acquisition of in-depth knowledge in specific fields of law most relevant to 
the ocean; 
c) The development of awareness and the ability to understand and critically 
engage with issues linking the ocean to humanity’s major challenges, notably 
climate change and sustainable development; 
d) Preparation for professional activities related to the economy or the 
governance of the oceans, whether at global, regional (European or other) or 
national level; 
e) The acquisition of skills that enable lifelong learning; 
f) The development of research skills.
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ARTICLE 4º
Duration of the course 
 
1 — The course lasts for four semesters, the first two of which are academic 
semesters and the last two are devoted to the preparation of a dissertation, 
project or work placement report.

2 — Successful completion of the first two semesters leads to the award of 
the diploma in ‘Postgraduate Studies in Maritime Law and Economics: Ocean 
Governance’. 
 

CHAPTER II
Entry requirements, curriculum structure, study plan and credits

 
ARTICLE 5.º
Entry requirements for the programme 
 
1 — The following are eligible to enrol on the Master’s degree programme in 
Maritime Law and Economics: Ocean Governance:

a) Holders of a bachelor’s degree or legal equivalent; 
b) Holders of a foreign higher education qualification awarded following a first-
cycle programme organised in accordance with the principles of the Bologna 
Process by a State party to that Process; 
c) Holders of a foreign higher education qualification recognised as meeting the 
objectives of a Bachelor’s degree by the legally and statutorily competent bodies 
of NOVA School of Law and NOVA SBE. 
d) Holders of an academic, scientific or professional background recognised by 
the legally and statutorily competent bodies of NOVA School of Law and NOVA 
SBE as demonstrating the ability to undertake this cycle of studies.

2 — The selection criteria to be established must be objective, based solely 
on the merit and quality of the candidates, and must be set out in the call for 
applications.

3 — The bodies with legal and statutory authority at NOVA School of Law 
and NOVA SBE reserve the right not to run the course if there are insufficient 
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enrolments.

4 — Candidates will be ranked according to the following criteria: final mark for 
the undergraduate degree with which they are applying (50 per cent); given the 
multidisciplinary nature of the programme, the relevance and suitability of the 
candidate’s prior academic background to the Master’s programme (50 per cent), 
the selection panel will award each candidate a score on a scale of 0 to 20, based 
on an analysis of their letter of motivation and curriculum vitae; the members 
of the selection panel may decide to conduct interviews with all or some of the 
candidates. A degree in Law, Economics, Management, Ocean Studies, Public 
Policy, Marine Sciences, Political Science, Military Sciences or Social Sciences is 
favoured; candidates assessed under this criterion with a mark below 9.5 will be 
automatically excluded.

5 — The application rules and deadlines are set out in a specific notice, to be 
published on the Faculties’ websites, as is the number of places to be allocated 
for each academic year, in accordance with the maximum number set by the 
accreditation body.

 
ARTICLE 6º
Curriculum structure and credits 
 
1 — The curriculum structure and credits are set out in Annex I to these 
regulations.

2 — In each academic year, the bodies of NOVA School of Law and NOVA SBE 
with the legal and statutory authority to do so may reduce the list of optional 
modules or add others that meet the general objectives of the MDEM.

3 — Amendments to Annex I are recorded and automatically published on the 
DGES website via SIMGES — the Integrated and Modular Higher Education 
Management System — in accordance with the provisions of Ministerial Order No. 
105/2024/1 of 14 March.
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CHAPTER III
 
 
ARTICLE 7.º
Enrolment and Registration 
 
Following notification of admission to the study programme, the applicant must 
complete their enrolment via the NSL’s online platform within the deadline 
specified for this purpose in the call for applications, and pay the relevant fees 
and tuition charges. 

ARTICLE 8º
Optional Course Modules 
 
1 — Enrolment in optional modules takes place on a module-by-module basis at 
the start of each semester, in accordance with the terms set by the management 
of the organisational unit responsible for the module, via the student services 
portal (NETPA).

2 — The management of the organisational unit responsible for the course module 
may set a maximum number of enrolments for any optional course module, as 
well as make the running of any such course module conditional upon a minimum 
number of enrolments.

3 — For modules where the number of student enrolments exceeds the set limit, 
selection shall be made in accordance with the following sequential order of 
preference:

a) Preference will be given to applications for modules specified in the syllabus of 
the course in which the student is enrolled; 
b) Higher average entry mark for the course.

4 — In cases where, following the application of these criteria, there is still a 
tie, the management of the organisational unit responsible for the module shall 
decide the final list of enrolments for the module.
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ARTICLE 9.º
Enrolment in individual modules 
 
1 — Enrolments in individual modules may be accepted under Article 46-A of 
Decree-Law No. 74/2006 of 24 March, as currently worded.

2 — Applications are accepted in accordance with the rules published by the 
NOVA School of Law and NOVA SBE each academic year. 

ARTICLE 10º
Limitation period for the right to enrol 
 
The rules on limitation periods are governed by Regulation No. 1037/2023 of 27 
September of the NOVA School of Law. 

CHAPTER IV
Academic calendars, timetables and venue of classes

 
ARTICLE 11.º
Duration of the semester 
 
The effective duration of each academic semester is, as a rule, nineteen weeks, 
including an examination period lasting a maximum of five weeks.

 
ARTICLE 12.º
Academic calendar 
 
The academic calendar is generally based on the following model:

Academic year: 15 September to 31 July; 
1st semester: September to December; 
1st semester examinations: January/February; 
2st semester: February to May; 
2nd semester exams: June/July.
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ARTICLE 13.º
Timetable and Venue of Classes 
 
1 — Before the start of each academic semester, the timetable for each course 
module shall be published by the legally and statutorily competent bodies of 
NOVA School of Law and NOVA SBE, following consultation with the Academic 
Committee of the Study Programme.

2 — As a general rule, classes for compulsory modules will take place in 
the evenings; however, the competent bodies may decide that the Master’s 
programme should be taught during the day if demand figures indicate that such 
a change would be appropriate, following consultation with the Scientific and 
Pedagogical Councils.

3 — All modules are taught at the NOVA School of Law, on the Campolide 
Campus, and at NOVA SBE, on the Carcavelos Campus. 

ARTICLE 14.º
Examination timetable 
 
The examination timetable for each examination period is set by the legally 
and statutorily competent bodies of NOVA School of Law and NOVA SBE, after 
consultation with the Scientific Committee of the CE, no later than 60 days before 
the start of the examinations. 

CHAPTER V
Teaching methods

 
ARTICLE 15.º
Classes 
 
1 — Lectures are theoretical and practical in nature, tailored to the nature of each 
subject, and follow a dialogue-based model in which students actively participate; 
they may include practical exercises, guest lectures and seminars.

2 — Where the number of students and the nature of the module so permit, 
classes may be conducted in a seminar format.
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3 — Course modules are taught in English, although the relevant bodies at NOVA 
School of Law and NOVA SBE may decide otherwise before the start of each 
academic year. 

ARTICLE 16.º
Programmes 
 
1 — The teaching of each module follows the syllabus accredited by the Agency 
for the Evaluation and Accreditation of Higher Education (A3ES); however, the 
programme coordinator may propose amendments to the study plans to the 
Academic Council

2 — The syllabuses for the modules are published on the websites of NOVA 
School of Law and NOVA SBE. 

ARTICLE 17.º
Absences and substitutions 
 
The total number of classes per semester must be strictly adhered to; in the event 
of a justified absence, the person responsible for the course module must arrange 
for a replacement or deliver additional classes to make up for those that could not 
be taught.

 
ARTICLE 18.º
Summaries 
 
After each class, the person responsible for the course module shall enter the 
relevant summary into the academic management system, indicating the subject 
matter covered, in accordance with the syllabus, or a summary of the work carried 
out.

 
ARTICLE 19.º
Self-assessment 
 
1 — The Programme Coordinator shall monitor the quality of the study 
programme, including aspects relating to teaching and learning, in particular by 
carrying out a half-yearly review and drawing up the annual evaluation report for 
the study programme.
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2 — The Academic Council is responsible for ensuring compliance with the 
provisions of the preceding articles and for issuing the necessary guidelines.

CHAPTER VI
Assessment of knowledge

SECTION I - Academic semesters

 
ARTICLE 20.º
Registration for examinations 
 
1 — The Academic Service of NOVA School of Law automatically admits students 
enrolled in a course module during the semester in which it is taught to sit 
examinations, without any formalities.

2 — Lecturers must not mark the examinations of students who do not appear on 
the relevant examination lists.

 
ARTICLE 21.º
Assessment 
 
1 — The rules set out in Regulations No. 1126/2020 of 29 December and 
Regulation No. 357/2020 of 9 April — NOVA School of Law Regulations on the 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills and Regulations on the Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills — Examination Periods — shall apply.

2 — With regard to modules in the fields of Management and Economics, the 
assessment procedures practised at NOVA SBE shall apply, in particular the rules 
in force for the assessment period.

 
ARTICLE 22.º
Grading Scale for Course Modules and Qualitative Assessment 
 
1 — Course modules are graded on a numerical scale from 0 to 20, and students 
who achieve a mark of 10 or above pass.

2 — Marks expressed as fractions will be rounded to the nearest whole number.
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3 — Final marks may be accompanied by a qualitative assessment with four 
categories:

a) 10 to 13 — Pass; 
b) 14 and 15 — Good; 
c) 16 and 17 — Very good; 
d) 18 to 20 — Excellent.

 
ARTICLE 23.º
Anti-plagiarism declaration 
 
In all written work submitted for assessment, including dissertations, project work 
or work placements, students must declare that the text submitted is entirely 
their own work and that any use of other people’s contributions or texts is duly 
referenced. 

SECTION II - Non-teaching period

 
ARTICLE 24.º
Non-teaching phase assignment 
 
The non-teaching phase of the Master’s degree is governed by the Regulations on 
the Assessment of Knowledge and Skills in the Non-Teaching Phase of Master’s 
Degrees at NOVA School of Law.

 
CHAPTER VII
Master’s degree

 
ARTICLE 25.º
Award of the Master’s degree 
 
1 — The Master’s degree is awarded to students who have successfully completed 
modules totalling 60 credits, in accordance with the current study programme, 
and who have successfully completed their dissertation, project or work 
placement report.
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2 — The final Master’s degree classification is calculated as the simple arithmetic 
mean of two components:

a) The first component is the arithmetic mean, rounded to two decimal places, of 
the 10 highest marks awarded in the modules in which the student has passed; 
b) The second component is the mark awarded by the examination board for the 
dissertation, project or work placement report.

3 — The final mark for the Master’s degree is expressed on a scale of 10 to 20, as 
well as on the European scale for the comparability of marks.

 
ARTICLE 26.º
Issue of the degree certificate, the diploma supplement and certificates 
 
1 — The degree certificate and the diploma supplement shall be issued by 31 
December of the calendar year in which the student completes the second cycle, 
provided that the student applies for them by 31 July of that same year.

2 — Once the degree has been registered, certificates confirming completion of 
the course shall be issued within a maximum of ten days following receipt of the 
application and payment of the relevant fee.

3 — The course certificate and diplomas must include: the student’s full name; 
identification document number; name of the course; degree awarded; final 
numerical grade; and the date on which the course was completed.

 
CHAPTER VIII
Credit Recognition and Curriculum Transition

 
ARTICLE 27.º
Credit Recognition Process 
 
Credit transfer procedures are governed by Regulation No. 335/2020 — 
Regulation on the Recognition of Academic Qualifications and Professional 
Experience at the NOVA School of Law of NOVA University Lisbon.
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ARTICLE 28.º
Transition between degree programmes/curricula 
 
1 — The new curriculum shall come into force in the 2023/2024 academic year, for 
all years of the degree programme.

2 — Credits will be awarded for studies completed under the previous curriculum, 
in accordance with the table in Annex II.

 
CHAPTER IX
Miscellaneous provisions

 
ARTICLE 29.º
Tuition fees 
 
Tuition fees are set annually by the relevant authorities.

 
ARTICLE 30.º
Funding 
 
The Master’s degree in Maritime Law and Economics: Ocean Governance is 
funded by its own revenue derived from tuition fees or other legitimate sources.

 
ARTICLE 31.º
Entry into force 
 
These regulations shall enter into force on the day following their publication in 
the Official Gazette.
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ANNEX I 
 
 
1 — Educational institution: NOVA University of Lisbon — Faculty of Law; NOVA
University of Lisbon — Faculty of Economics (0911;0904) 

2 — Type of course: Master’s degree — 2nd cycle 

3 — Title: Maritime Law and Economics: Ocean Governance 

4 — Degree or qualification: Master’s 

5 — Number of credits, under the European Credit Transfer System, required to 
obtain the degree or diploma: 120 ECTS credits 
 
6 — Options, branches, areas of specialisation, specialisms or other forms of
curriculum organisation: Not applicable 

7 — Curriculum structure:

Scientific Areas and Credits
TABLE Nº 1

Law DRT 20 0

0

Academic fields Abbreviation Compulsory
Credits

Optional

Social and Behavioural Sciences CSC

DRT/ECN/GST 60

98

4

Economics ECN 14

4

18

22

120

Law or Economics or Management

Subtotal

Total
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